
As we move forward with recovery after the past two years, we 
have begun the process of a community economic development 
plan to identify gaps and potential attraction opportunities for our 
community. Throughout the pandemic we did lose key businesses 
and service institutions throughout the community, which will 
have an impact on our recovery efforts. These losses combined 
with a very active real estate market, and changing demographics 
in the community, have provided us with the opportunity to re-
examine the needs and opportunities for economic investment and 
attraction in our community, and to better meet the needs of local 
businesses and residents. This process will combine our existing 
plans and strategies along with community feedback to provide 
us a with detailed plan, or roadmap, that will guide our economic 
development activities over the next 3-5 years. Part of this process 
will include business stakeholder sessions and a survey of local 
businesses. Please watch our social media feeds, or contact the 
Township Office to find out how you can participate. We expect that 
the work on this project will be complete by January 2022 with the 
new plan in place in February 2022.

Sioux Narrows-Nestor Falls Business stakeholder sessions:
 
Nestor Falls:  Sioux Narrows:
Wednesday December 15th, 2021 Wednesday December 15th, 2021
9:00-11:00 a.m. 1:30-3:30 p.m.
at Nestor Falls Community Hall Sioux Narrows Community Hall

Pre-Registration is required. Please email hgropp@snnf.ca to register.

Sioux Narrows-Nestor Falls 
COMMUNITY ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

- DECEMBER 2021 -

The Municipal Council and 
Staff at the Township of 
Sioux Narrows-Nestor Falls 
recognize the significant 
challenges presented 
in many aspects of our 
community resulting from 
the Covid-19 pandemic. 
The hardships caused by 
the pandemic have been 
wide felt, and especially 
impactful on our local 
economy and small 
business community. 
We have been working 
diligently to support local 
businesses and provide 
economic opportunities 
throughout the pandemic 
and want to take this 
opportunity to provide all 
community members with 
an update on our economic 
development activities and 
capital investments.

The Township of Sioux Narrows-Nestor 
Falls Economic Development Plan



Housing

In October and November the Kenora District 
Services Board put out a regional survey to 
determine housing needs across the region. 
This will help the KDSB determine needs and 
respond to opportunities for funding to build more 
housing. The Township shared this survey in the 
community and we are hopeful that the need for 
additional housing in our community was evident 
as a result of this process.

Separate from the housing survey, the Township of 
Sioux Narrows-Nestor Falls is actively engaged in 
exploring new housing opportunities (in particular 
seniors housing) with the KDSB. This process is 
in its very early stages, but has started. We look 
forward to sharing more information with you as it 
becomes available. 

The closure of the LCBO 
& Copperfin Credit Union

 

The loss of financial services in our community, 
and the closure of the LCBO in Sioux Narrows is of 
great concern to the Municipality. We are actively 
seeking alternatives to replace this loss of service 
in our community. 

Our actions to date include:
• Working with the Copperfin Credit Union 

Board of Directors
• Continued meetings with multiple other 

financial service institutions to develop a 
solution to have improved financial services 
within our community.

• Lobbying  with the Provincial Government in 
regards to the closure of the LCBO, including 
meetings between the Mayor and Provincial 
Ministers and senior ministerial staff.

We look forward to providing the community 
with updates on these issues as more information 
becomes available.

During the winter of 2020-2021 many changes took 
place in the Northern Ontario Sport Fishing Centre. 
Displays and artifacts were adjusted in an effort to 
more effectively to tell more of the Fishing on Lake 
of the Woods (and region) story and continuously 
update our features. We have rearranged many 
existing artifacts into groups to help us better 
share our story. We also added a new lake map 
and informational panels. We will be adding a few 
more panels over the course of this winter. These 
additions have been very well received by visitors 
to our community. Once Covid-19 protocols allow, 
we will bring back the couch and chairs that have 
been greatly missed. We are also working on a 
large Summer Seminar Workshop Series for the 
Summer of 2022 and are excited to see increased 
programming and opportunities for community 
involvement at the Centre in 2022. 

The Northern Ontario Sport Fishing Centre



Nestor Falls Ambulance Base

This project is being funded by the Municipality 
and the completed building will be leased back to 
the KDSB over the next 20 years. 

Cost: $1,000,000
Targeted Completion: March 2022

The Nestor Falls Site 
Redevelopment

 
The Township of Sioux 
Narrows-Nestor Falls 
is working with the 
Community of Onigaming 
and the Ministry of 
Transportation to make 
significant improvements 
to the Nestor Falls Site. 
Construction has reached 
the substantial completion 

phase and residents can expect to see the addition 
of interpretive signage, and decorative panels, as 
well as a welcome sign added to the site in the 
coming months. The ministry of Transportation will 
also be undertaking additional work. 

As part of the efforts to share the story of the land 
at this site, we have been working in partnership 
with the community of Onigaming. On October 18, 
2021 prior to ground breaking by the construction 
team, a ceremony was held with Onigaming Elders 
and the Drum, along with Councillors from SNNF and 
Onigaming, the Mayor and Chief. We are extremely 
grateful for the opportunity to work together, and 
ensure that this project is realized in a good way.

Cost: $200,000 (NOHFC $98,000/Fed Nor $67,700/
SNNF $37,300) 83% funded through grants
Targeted Completion: May 2022

The Four Season  
Recreation Complex

This project will significantly upgrade the ice rink 
behind the Sioux Narrows municipal offices. It will 
include a larger concrete pad, to accommodate 
pickle ball, basketball and a walking track in the 
spring, summer, and fall. As well as, an improved 
ice rink in the winter months. We had hoped 
as part of our original plan that this would be a 
covered facility, however due to the fluctuating 
labour markets, and construction costs the cover 
is unable to be included in the budget for phase 
one of this project. We have completed the design 
work and are actively seeking funding for a cover 
for the venue, which will enable it to be used more 
widely for special events.

Construction is starting much later than expected 
on this project, and demolition of the existing rink 
facilities has taken place. Council is looking for 
alternatives to ensure that there is a usable ice 
surface in Sioux Narrow for this up coming winter.

Cost: $1,003,000 (401,000 Federal funding, 334,000 
provincial funding, 267,000 municipal funding) 73% 
funded through grants.

Targeted Completion: Construction will begin in 
April 2022 and phase 1 is expected to be complete 
no later than July 1, 2022.

 

You may have noticed some construction activities taking place within the Community. 
Currently the Township has many active capital improvement projects underway.

CURRENT COMMUNITY
IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS



In March 2019 the Municipal Council accepted a 
Bike Trail development study for our community.  
Since then we have submitted multiple funding 
applications to begin work on this project. We are 
hopeful that we will be able to announce upcoming 
work on the project in the coming months. 

In addition to the Bike trails project, the Township 
is continuing to investigate and implement trail 
improvements and enhancements to the existing 
walking trail network in the community.

Example of a Type 1 - Easier Trail

Sioux Narrows
Nestor Falls

Bike Trails at Nestor Falls

The Township of Sioux Narrows-Nestor Falls has other funding 
applications in to support the completion of our Highway 
Corridor Re-development plan. We look forward to sharing 
these projects with you in the future as they become possible 
and approved for funding. 

For more information on the Highway Corridor Re-Development 
plan and all other Township of Sioux Narrows-Nestor Falls plans 
and strategies please visit: www.snnf.ca/planning/

For questions or further inquiries please contact:  Heather 
Gropp, Community Development Officer at hgropp@snnf.ca


